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Figure 1
Himalaya, Spring/Summer 2020.
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Operatic Traditions
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One Thousand and Two Nights, 2010

Embroidered silk gown with hand-painted
motifs, embellished with Swarovski crystals;
porcelain headpiece ornamented with crystals
and silk tassels

Hours: 8,564

Symbolism: Popularly known as the Ming vase
gown, this garment alludes to China’s historical
distinction as a maker of fine porcelains.

The peony at the center of the gown’s bodice
symbolizes richness and beauty. The gown’s
train features lotus blossoms. Because it

rises pristinely above muddy waters, the lotus
denotes purity of mind and spirit.
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Narrow-Necked Vase, ca. 1722-23

Hard-paste porcelain with underglaze
blue decoration
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